
Language Arts at Laredo 

Vision/Goals: The goal of the language arts department is to teach and inspire 

students to be strong readers, writers, speakers, and listeners. We strive to help 

students recognize the importance of literacy in their lives and to develop a love and passion for 

reading and writing. One way we do this is by challenging students to read 30 books by the end of 

the year. Students are given time in their language arts classes to read independently, and they also 

have time in their daily Literacy Block class. In addition, all students are expected to read a 

minimum of twenty minutes each night at home.   We also teach students narrative writing, 

informational writing, and argumentative writing throughout the year using Lucy Calkins Units of 

Study curriculum. 

6th Grade Units of Study: 
 Nonfiction  Poetry  Short Stories  Drama  Folk Literature/ Multicultural Literature 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7th Grade Units of Study: 
 Holocaust  Narrative Writing and Short Stories Argument/Commentary  The Outsiders 

 

 

 

 
 



8th Grade Units of Study: 
Short Stories  The Hero’s Journey  Civil Rights/Research  Romeo and Juliet/Urban Literature  The 

Soundtrack of My Life  Argument and Commentary 

 

  


